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Worship Service
June 21, 2026

Announcements

Call To Worship:  “I Will Praise Him“

Welcome And Invocation To Worship

Moment In The Word:  Psa. 134:1-3          Elder:  Rick Orsini      

Singing Together:
“God is For Us”
“Lord, I Need You”
“Christus Victor (Amen)”

Responsive Reading:  Deut. 28:1-9
Prayer For The Gathering    

The Lord’s Prayer

Doxology                                             

Friendship Time

Offertory & Special Music:  “Jesus Shall Reign”
**Dismissal of Children’s Church

Scripture Reading:  Luke 24:50-53

Message: “The Blessing Of The Ascension” 
                                               
Prayer For Understanding   

Response Song:  “As the Deer“

Benediction

Choral Benediction: “Bless the Lord, O My Soul”

                                                                                                                                                      

Rev. Kirby Williams, Worship Leaders:  Byron & Stacy Cox

The AfterChurch
 Immediately after the Service
 On campus & streamed*
           Seeking Deeper Illumination...
                    from God’s Word.

Wednesday Night Bible Study 
postponed for the summer.

Wednesday Night Youth Group
postponed for the summer.
  
J.A.M. Club
postponed for the summer.

 Ladies’ Prayer Ministry
 Third Saturday of each month.
  9:00 a.m. in the Library
           Women praying for women

* Check the back page for streaming links!

Sherry Shoemaker
Bobbie Sayre
Donna Weyd
Bruce Eyer
Frank Hackett

   
Prayer Chain: prayer@nhccftl.org

Birthdays 

Hailey Becker	                     June 2
Norvil Lebien	                     June 7
Bobbie Sayre	                     June 17
Patty Kelly	                     June 21
Joby Balint	                     June 23          

Anniversaries

Frank & Jan Hackett	       June 6
Frank & Dora Medina	       June 8
Byron & Stacy Cox	       June 22
Clayton & Brandy Andrews  June 24

This Week..
21 Worship Service     10:00 a.m.

AfterChurch
Prayer Meeting        11:45 a.m.

Discipleship Opportunities Prayer Needs

We Thank Those Who Serve Today
Sound Booth Bob Timmer

Anita Orsini
Ushers Steve Shoemaker

Bill Slager  
Greeter Frank Medina
Treats Diana Monroe &

Linda Mateychick
Nursery Mitou Lucien



Luke 24:50. Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his 
hands he blessed them.

Luke 24:51. While he blessed them, he parted from them and was 
carried up into heaven.

Luke 24:52. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy,

Luke 24:53. and were continually in the temple blessing God.

Synopsis:  “The Blessing Of The Ascension”

As we bring this study of Luke to a close, we are witness to an amazing 
scene involving Jesus and His disciples.  Jesus is ascending on the clouds 
of heaven while pronouncing a blessing on His church-to-be.  At the same 
time, His disciples worship Him in solemn and reverent obedience. What a 
glorious image of the new relationship between the “church militant” and our 
Resurrected and Glorified Lord! We will analyze this scene and determine 
how significant the Ascension is to God’s Plan of Redemption, and what 
a model the disciples are exemplifying for us today.  We will realize that 
beyond the audible and physical blessing of the scene, there is a symbolic 
blessing in the Ascension itself.  For Jesus is headed for His Coronation and 
Installation as our Great High Priest, and to send the Holy Spirit to empower, 
enable and guide His church.  Ultimately we will conclude this study of Luke 
with a deeper respect for God’s Word, a heightened sense of the importance 
of worship, and the utter joy that is to be found in the blessings of the 
Ascension.

Announcements      Welcome to New Hope Community Church!

Offerings - 

• Today’s tithes will support 
the ministries of New Hope 
Community Church.

• Today’s Special Offering is for 
the Legal Defense Fund.

• Giving Opportunities -

Offering Boxes are located at 
the back of the church. Please 
drop your offerings as you exit 
or enter the Sanctuary.  

• Online Giving can be made at 
www.nhccftl.org/give

     Special Fund Schedule:

     6/21   Legal Defense Fund  

Nursery:  
Infants to 3 yrs

Children’s Church: 
Ages 4-5th grade

Dismissed at Special Music.

Save the Date!
This year’s VBS 

“A Last Hope Found”.
July 6-10  6:30-8:30 p.m.
Registration can be made at

www.nhccftl.org/vbs
.

Please - no food or drink 
in the Sanctuary....

An AfterChurch Prayer Meeting: will 
take place this morning after the 
Worship Service.

Congregational Meeting:There will 
be a Congregational meeting after 
the Worship Service on June 28 to 
approve the 2026-2027 budget and 
discuss other related matters.  

Calling all Haiti boxers.  Due to VBS 
our Haiti boxing day will be moved up 
to June 29th.   

VBS Cupcake Bakers Needed:  To 
make 2 dozen vanilla cupcakes, with 
white frosting, and red, white & blue 
sprinkles for the VBS finale on July 
10.  They should be brought to the 
library by 5:00 p.m. on that Friday.  A 
sign-up sheet is in the lobby.

VBS Announcement:  If anyone missed 
the general meeting yesterday, please 
email Ms_Janet@nccftl.org

A Prayer for Father’s Day 

“Heavenly Father, we thank You 
for the gift of fatherhood and the 
unwavering dedication of the men in 
our lives. We pray that You bless all 
fathers and grandfathers with wisdom, 
patience, and unyielding strength. 
Grant them the courage to lead their 
families with love, and provide them 
with peace and good health in the 
year ahead. May their love always be 
a reflection of Your profound grace. 
Amen.” 

Scripture Reference:  Luke 24:50-53  (ESV)



“The Blessing Of The Ascension” -  Luke 24:50-53  (ESV)
I. Introduction, Acts 1:3.
II. Exposition of the text, Luke 24:50-53.
        A. Context
                1. Laying the groundwork for the Church Age.
                2. The transitions.
                3. Continuing the description of a “witness”.
        B. The Ascension Benediction.
                1. The Ascension, vs. 50-51.                   
                        a. The blessing, vs. 50-51a.
                                i. The timing, Acts 1:3.
                                ii. The location, vs. 50a, Mark 15:20; John 11:18; 
			    Acts 1:12; Ezek. 11:23.
                                iii. Christ’s Benediction, vs. 50b-51a.
                                        1) A visual and audible blessing.
                                                a) The body language of benediction, 
				          Psa. 134:2; Lam. 3:41; Neh. 8:6.
                                                b) An audible blessing, Acts 1:8; John 14:2; 	
				         Luke 21:27; Num. 6:24.
                                        2) A continuing blessing, Matt. 16:18; Acts 1:11.
                                        3) Another inclusio, Luke 1:42,48,64,68, 
			            2:28-34.
                        b. The Departure, vs. 51b.
                                i. The necessity of a visual parting.
                                        1) The emphasis on separation, Acts 1:11.
                                        2) Emphasizing a new relationship, John 20:17.
                                        3) An affirmation of the Cosmic Initiative, 
			            John 3:13.
                                ii. Leaving on the clouds.
                                        1) A concise report of the Ascension, 
			            Rev. 12:5; Mark 9:2.
                                        2) The significance of the clouds, 
                                             Acts 1:9-11; Ex. 16:10; Luke 9:34-35; 
			             Dan. 7:13-14.
                                        3) The victorious return, John 1:14, 4:24.
                2. The worship, vs. 52-53.
                        a. The newfound relationship: worship, vs. 52a.
                                i. Defining “worship”, Matt. 28:9; Rev. 4:9-11.
                                ii. A worship “set apart”, Luke 4:7,8; Ex. 20:5.
                        b. Returning to Jerusalem, vs. 52b.
                                i. Faithful obedience, Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4.
                                ii. A newfound joy.
                                        1) Realizing it was better for Jesus to depart, 
			            Matt. 17:22-23.
                                        2) Trusting in the words of Jesus, John 16:33.
                                        3) Joyful for Jesus.

			       

Notes

                         c. In the temple, vs. 53.
                                i. Ending where we started.
                                        1) Worship in the Temple.
                                        2) Luke’s final “bookend”, Luke 1:9.
                                ii. Blessing God, 1John 1:6.
III. Application
        A. The glorious image of the Blessing of the Ascension.
        B. A model for the church.
IV. Conclusion



Worship Songs
June 21, 2026

Moment in the Word:  Psa. 134:1-3

Psa. 134:1. Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who 
stand by night in the house of the Lord!

Psa. 134:2. Lift up your hands to the holy place and bless the Lord!

Psa. 134:3. May the Lord bless you from Zion, he who made heaven 
and earth!

I Will Praise Him

When I saw the cleansing fountain,
Open wide for all my sin,

I obeyed the Spirit’s wooing
When He said, “Wilt thou be clean?”

Refrain
I will praise Him! I will praise Him!
Praise the Lamb for sinners slain;

Give Him glory, all ye people,
For His blood can wash away each stain.

Tho’ the way seems straight and narrow,
All I claimed was swept away;
My ambitions, plans and wishes

At my feet in ashes lay.
(Refrain)

Blessed be the name of Jesus!
I’m so glad He took me in;

He’s forgiven my transgressions,
He has cleansed my heart from sin.

(Refrain)

Glory, glory to the Father!
Glory, glory to the Son!

Glory, glory to the Spirit!
Glory to the Three in One!

(Refrain)



God is For Us

We won’t fear the battle, we won’t fear the night.
We will walk the valley with You by our side.
You will go before us, You will lead the way.
We have found a refuge, only You can save

Sing with joy now: our God is for us.
The Father’s love is a strong and mighty fortress.

Raise your voice now, no love is greater.
Who can stand against us if our God is for us.

Even when I stumble, even when I fall;
Even when I turn back, still Your love is sure,
You will not abandon, You will not forsake;

You will cheer me onward with never-ending grace.

Sing with joy now: our God is for us.
The Father’s love is a strong and mighty fortress.

Raise your voice now, no love is greater.
Who can stand against us if our God is for us.

Neither height nor depth can separate us;
Hell and death will not defeat us.
He who gave His son to free us,

Holds me in His love.
Neither height nor depth can separate us;

Hell and death will not defeat us.
He who gave His son to free us,

Holds me in His love.

Sing with joy now: our God is for us.
The Father’s love is a strong and mighty fortress.

Raise your voice now, no love is greater.
Who can stand against us if our God is for us.

Sing with joy now: our God is for us.
The Father’s love is a strong and mighty fortress.

Raise your voice now, no love is greater.
Who can stand against us if our God is for us.

Copyright © 2018 CityAlight Music

Lord, I Need You

Lord, I come, I confess,
Bowing here I find my rest;

Without You I fall apart,
You’re the One that guides my heart.

Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You,
Every hour I need You.

My one defense, my righteousness,
Oh God, how I need You.

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more,
Where grace is found is where You are;

And where You are, Lord, I am free,
Holiness is Christ in me.

Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You,
Every hour I need You.

My one defense, my righteousness,
Oh God, how I need You.

So teach my song to rise to You,
When temptation comes my way;

And when I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You,
Jesus, You’re my hope and stay.

And when I cannot stand, I’ll fall on You,
Jesus, You’re my hope and stay.

Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You,
Every hour I need You.

My one defense, my righteousness,
Oh God, how I need You.

Lord, I need You, Oh, I need You,
Every hour I need You.

My one defense, my righteousness,
Oh God, how I need You.

My one defense, my righteousness,
Oh God, how I need You.

Copyright © 2011 sixsteps Music



Responsive Reading:  Deut. 28:1-9

[Pastor:] And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, 
being careful to do all his commandments that I command you 
today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of 
the earth.

[Congregation:] And all these blessings shall come upon you and 
overtake you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God.

[Pastor:] Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be 
in the field.

[Congregation:] Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the 
fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of 
your herds and the young of your flock.

[Pastor:] Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

[Congregation:] Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed 
shall you be when you go out.

[Pastor:] The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to 
be defeated before you. They shall come out against you one way 
and flee before you seven ways.

[Congregation:] The Lord will command the blessing on you in your 
barns and in all that you undertake. And he will bless you in the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you.

[All:] The Lord will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he 
has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the Lord your 
God and walk in his ways.

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Amen.

Christus Victor (Amen)

O Most High, King of the ages, 
Great I AM, God of wonders,

By the blood You have redeemed us,
Led us through mighty waters,

Our strength, our song, our sure salvation.

Now to the Lamb upon the throne,
Be blessing, honor, glory, power,

For the battle You have won.  Hallelujah! Amen.

O Most High, dwelling among us.  
Son of Man sent for sinners.

By Your blood You have redeemed us.
Spotless Lamb, mighty Savior,

Who lived, who died, who rose victorious.

Now to the Lamb upon the throne,
Be blessing, honor, glory, power,

For the battle You have won.  Hallelujah!
With every tribe and every tongue,
We join the anthem of the angels,

In the triumph of the Son.  Hallelujah! Amen.

O Most High, King of the nations, 
 Robed in praise, crowned with splendor,

On that day who will not tremble?
When You stand, Christ the Victor,

Who was, and is, and is forever.

Now to the Lamb upon the throne,
Be blessing, honor, glory, power,

For the battle You have won.  Hallelujah!
With every tribe and every tongue,
We join the anthem of the angels,

In the triumph of the Son.  Hallelujah! Amen.

Amen, amen, amen; Amen, amen, amen; Amen, amen, amen.

Now to the Lamb upon the throne,
Be blessing, honor, glory, power,

For the battle You have won.  Hallelujah!
With every tribe and every tongue,
We join the anthem of the angels,

In the triumph of the Son.  Hallelujah! Amen.
Sing the victory of the Lamb!  Hallelujah! Amen.  Amen.



Jesus Shall Reign

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;

His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And end-less praises crown His head.
His name like sweet perfume shall rise

With every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song,

And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name.

Let every creature rise and bring
His grateful honors to our King;

Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud “Amen!”

As the Deer

You’re my friend and You are my brother, 
even though You are a King.

I love You more than any other, 
so much more than anything.

You alone are my strength, my shield; 
to You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire 

and I long to worship Thee.

Copyright © 1984 by Maranantha Music

Bless the Lord, O My Soul

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
Bless the Lord, O my soul;
And all that is within me,

Bless His holy name.

Copyright © 2006 Van Ness Press, Inc.
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